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UK Hypersonic Network Flexible Fund Scheme
Purpose
· The Flexible Fund Scheme has been established to support activities that contribute directly to the development and strengthening of the UK Hypersonics Network.
· The scheme is open to any UK academic in the full Network community.
· Activities could include (though not limited to):
· Development of white papers on a particular topic that is not being explored in a SiG 
· Development of a short course on a hypersonic topic
· Hypersonic research opportunity 
· EDI or ECR led development activity
Guidance
· Maximum funding for a single activity is expected to be £5,000. If activity requires higher funding, please get in contact with the UK Hypersonics Network team for further discussion.
· Funds will be made available for activities on any hypersonic relevant topic not currently being explored in the two existing SIGs (https://hypersonics-network-uk.eng.ox.ac.uk/sigs).
· Maximum 3 pages submission: 
· Keep the title concise and descriptive, 
· Be specific about objectives, deliverables, and funding.
· Flag potential overlaps with existing SIGs and explains complementarity
Submission and Review Timeline
· Submission window: 1/7/2026 – 31/3/2028
· UK Hypersonics Network team: hypersonics-network-uk@eng.ox.ac.uk
· Confidentiality: Internal review by the Network Executive Board
We advise applications to be submitted at least 3 months before the proposed activity, to ensure time for consideration and planning time. However, if an opportunity arises with less notice, please do still contact the UK Hypersonics Network team for advice, as, in exceptional circumstances, we may be able to consider these.
Applications will be reviewed within a month by the UK Hypersonics Network Executive Board and applicants will be notified of outcome via email. There may be a request for a re-submission of the proposal.
Allowable expenses
· Funding can be used for any activity that is allowable under UKRI and EPSRC rules: https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-travel-subsistence-and-expenses-policy/ 
· Approved grants cannot be used for expenses other than the ones detailed in the application. Any deviation from the approved budget requires separate review and permission
Meal Allowances
Please note that the following meal reimbursement limits are set by the sponsor’s grant conditions. Any costs claimed exceeding these limits will require further justification:
· Breakfast (where not included in accommodation): £7.50 including VAT
· Lunch: £15 including VAT
· Main meal: £25 including VAT

Travel
Travel to and from the event will be covered. Attendees are asked to ensure that all costs adhere to the following guidelines:
· Economy or standard-class travel should be used wherever possible. If this is not feasible, full justification must be provided and approved by the Executive Board prior to booking.
· Public transport is strongly encouraged.
· Taxi use must be supported by a clear justification.

Accommodation
The maximum accommodation rate that can be claimed through this grant for an overnight stay (including breakfast) is £150 per night including VAT. 

Staff
Only direct staff costs can be charged.

Equipment and Consumables 
Equipment is not allowed.

For any specific items you are unsure about, please just check with the UK Hypersonics Network team. Also, if an item is more expensive than what was originally awarded, please ensure to contact us in advance, and get written approval confirmation prior to making a purchase.
Post-activity responsibilities
Record of participants (if applicable)
Please keep a record of the overall number of attendees and status (academia, students, industry, etc)
Final report 
Convenors must provide a report on the activity and any outcomes planned (e.g. publications or resources) within one month of the conclusion of the event or project. We will provide the report template alongside the approval. There is no need to include a contingency fund in your budget, but if you anticipate problems with your initial budget, please contact the team as soon as possible.
Other deliverables
Deliverables and outputs from publicly funded research (EPSRC) should be freely accessible to amplify social, economic and research benefits.
Please visit UKRI Open Research guidance for further information: 
https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/good-research-resource-hub/open-research/ 



UK Hypersonic Network Flexible Fund Scheme – Application form
1. Proposer Details
	Name
	[enter here]

	Institution / Organisation
	[enter here]

	Role / Position
	[enter here]

	Email
	[enter here]

	Phone (optional)
	[enter here]


2. Proposed Activity
	Activity Title
	[enter here]

	Dates of Activity
	

	Short Description (≤150 words):

	[enter here]






	Keywords (3–6)
	[enter here]


3. Rationale and Relevance
[Describe the gap/opportunity and relevance]
	Primary Impact Focus
	Tick

	Scientific discovery / new methods
	☐

	Technology maturation (TRL advance)
	☐

	Skills, training and community development
	☐

	Policy / strategy engagement
	☐

	Other
	☐


4. Objectives
	Objective 1
	[enter here]

	Objective 2
	[enter here]

	Objective 3
	[enter here]


5. Deliverables and Milestones
	Deliverable
	Due
	Owner(s)
	Success Criteria

	[example]
	
	
	

	[example]
	
	
	

	[example]
	
	
	


6. Funding
	Item
	Cost (£ incl. VAT)

	[Item 1]
	

	[Item 2]
	

	[Item 3]
	

	[Item 4]
	

	TOTAL
	


7. Community and Stakeholders
[Describe participants and overlaps]
8. Opportunities to Collaborate
[Describe how collaboration will operate within the SIG and outline potential opportunities with the UK Hypersonics Network]
9. Communications
	Website blurb communicating SIG to wide audience (≤150 words):

	[enter here]


10. Declaration
☐ I consent to this submission being shared for internal review.
☐ I confirm permission to share third-party material.
Name and Date: [enter here]
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